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half of his treatise, he takes up the subject of Duties. Like the earlier chapters, it abounds in just remarks on human life, and subtle analysis of character. But, for want of a careful definition at the outset, the conception of Duty is left indeterminate, and is held to no consistent use. He had already said, that it was one of the greatest mistakes of philosophers to confound duty with virtue, whereas we might acquit ourselves of our duty, say of humility or generosity, from mere natural inclination, without any tincture of these virtues; and in that case, being unguided by reason, we should be in fact vicious to excess, while flattering ourselves that we are heroes in virtue. And, on the other hand, in following the inviolable order, we are often called upon to disregard some duty, as when we refuse to succour or indulge our particular friend upon guilty terms1. Here, it is obvious, the word * Duty' is employed of such external offices as usually spring from love rightly adapted to the relations of life, but which .may be imitated by an affection or habit wrongly adapted to these relations. As it is only the rightness of the affection that constitutes the duty, it is absurd and mischievous to retain the name, when the act has lost its essence and identity.
In this example, the divorce alleged between virtue and duty is from failure of the inner principle. Malebranche dwells also on the inverse case, where, in presence of the inner principle, wicked things are nevertheless done, for want of right apprehension of external relations. A really good man, inspired with the love of the Divine order, may so misconstrue his fellows and the system of the world as, from mistaken zeal, to perpetuate futile and forbidden acts, hurtful to the rights of others, and blinding to his own soul. By appeal to this danger, Malebranche enforces the necessity of studying, besides the inward harmony of the mind, the whole scheme of personal relations of which our life is part; else, however right our virtues, our duties will go wrong. Here then the word 'Duty' is used exclusively of 1 Traite de Morale, II. 5, 6.